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ALERT!  World Health Organization Draft Technical Report Masquerades As the Real Deal

Released at 12:01 today, the WHO released the “Advance Final Draft Copy” of its Diet, Nutrition and The Prevention of Chronic Diseases Report.

Appearing first on the title page is the following disclaimer:

This report contains the collective views of an international group of experts and does not necessarily represent the decisions or the stated policy of the World Health Organization or of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

While SAI staff anticipated the release of the final version of this report in April, their release of an “Advanced Final Draft Copy” is not routine.  The first draft of the report was published in 2002, and SAI, among others, made a number of criticisms of the scientific analyses it misapplied to sugar. The draft report awaits official approval by the WHO Executive Committee at its May 2003 meeting.  

The draft report issued today conflicts with conclusions of a number of other major expert committees, including the Food and Nutrition Board of the National Academy of Sciences.  Essentially the WHO report sets a 10-% consumption target for sugar which is not supported by the preponderance of science.

It is clear, as substantiated by the disclaimer on the title page, that these differences are due mainly to selective interpretation of the body of scientific evidence.  At issue is that SAI expects news media outlets across the country will pick up on the WHO News Release and portray its contents as scientific evidence from the World Health Organization – which on its own has “credibility cachet” – that indicates once and for all, consumers need to cut down on their sugar consumption.  In fact, that is already occurring.
Media Reports Today:

The Associated Press is often the bellwether of how media reports will appear in newspapers across the country.  Under their International News this morning ran the headline: “Global Obesity Report Urges Less Sugar”.

To add to the misinformation, the article begins “People should get no more than 10 percent of their calories from sugar, experts say in a major new report Monday on how to stem the global epidemic of obesity-linked diseases.”

The article goes on to indicate the report was commissioned by two U.N. agencies… and compiled by a panel of 30 international experts… But when it came to sugar, their advice was some of the boldest yet.

What SAI is Doing: The World Health Organization and its reports are routinely on SAI’s radar screen. However, monitoring has been “ramped up” due to WHO escalating the misperception that sugar contributes to a variety of diseases, particularly obesity.  

Association staff is responding with a comprehensive multi-pronged approach by:

· Petitioning WHO to allow a public comment period on the shortcomings of the Draft report;
· Contacting HHS Secretary Thompson’s office to solicit US veto of WHO acceptance of today’s report, since he is the US member of the Executive Committee of the WHO;
· Working with the WSRO Scientific and Communication Committee to develop a world-wide response to the report;

· Maximizing SAI’s network of contacts with other stakeholders to develop consistent, science-based messages refuting this report; 

· Continuing to influence the selection of a balanced, unbiased and credible advisory committee for Dietary Guidelines 2005;

· Posting on Members Only section of www.sugar.org: 

       ●  WHO Draft Report;

       ●  WHO Media Release; and

       ●  SAI Comments.





· Issuing Press Release for wide distribution;

· Issuing localized Press Release for member companies; and

· Continuing to contribute constructively to the development of global science-based public health nutrition policy.

What YOU Can Do:

· Review the information on the Members Only section of www.sugar.org. (sugarmembers/password: sucrose03)
· Respond to your local media utilizing the Press Release posted on the Members Only section today or one of your own;

· Review archived issues involving the WHO:

1. v5n14: 4/8/02:  WHO/FAO Revising Report on Diet, Nutrition and Chronic Disease

2. v5n23: 6/5/02:  Sugar, Food Industries Rally to Halt WHO Report 

3. v5n24: 6/17/02:  Association Vigorously Disputes WHO Draft Report

4. v5n45:  11/15/02: WHO Sugar Attack Continues

5. v6n2:  1/10/03: WHO Rejects CSPI’S Accusations – SAI Reiterates Desires for Science-Based Policies
· Continue your branding initiatives – the need to place our product in a category all its own and distinguish its uniqueness grows daily.

· Contact SAI staff with feedback or queries; and

· Stay tuned to Sugar E-News!









